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Crashing Kitchens, SavirLg_ Lives

by Megy Karydes

When Alison found
Domer, he was a severely
malnourished stray in
need of urgent care.
Today, Domer is a healthy,
happy boy who is loving

life with his new family.

from page 25

The show premiered its eighth season on air and began
ting season nine in Chicago this A;

In addition working on Kitchen Crashers, Alison
maintains her in design business and recently
designed her second furniture collection with Wicker Park-
based Interior Define. A scfa a: air she desi are
currently available on the showroom’s floor.

Interior Define reached out to Victoria when they were

shes also not only the face of Cabinets To (_c‘ but she
i ts when she cras! erown Las striking look
despite the fact that he was o

had clearly suffered neglect from 1
Once the dog was in a safe

to her that af

and beau

Vegas kitchen recently.
es her profess

accomplishments and accolades
nized as one

gon the stre

to help.

Domer affectionately licked the rescue worker

had one blue eye 3nu one gray eye,” she says, recalling how
rnoen,
id, emaciated, hungry and

ot, she immediately call

cago's rescue transport to

“DON'T LOOK UP. WHATEVER YOU DO, DON'T
LOOK UP," warned her crew. It was too late. Alison

Network's popular show, l{l'c}‘er‘ Crashers, looked
up just as her crew’s van pulled into a restaurant
parking lot in Chicago to see an emaciated pit bull
trying to lick up any scraps of food it could find on
the ground

“1 have tunnel vision, I dor en think about
anything else,” admits Alison, who says she freaked
out when she saw the dog literally on its last legs,
11 skeleton and ski: nt inside and | got some
chicken and French fries. ! was trying to feed him.
s 50 timid an care:

She immediately told her crew that s!

continue to build anymore that day.
n followed the emaciated pit bull around for
three and a half hours, through empty alleys on one
ofthe coldest days on record, until he finally calmed
vn and laid on the lawn of a run-down house.

This wasn't the first time shy alted production
to rescue an animal. There was the time she saved
ich caused production to stop for five

me it was a bird.
t comes to animals,” she says.
an animal, nothing else is in
y ight kind of energy. So if
I see anything like this, they know production will
stop for a little bit. ‘Alison has to go save an animal.™
she jokes.

Alison is passicnate about a lot of things and
while animals have a special place in her heart,
her work keeps her busy and traveling around the
country regularly.

She knew she wanted to become a designer eve!
since she was a little gizl. She and her best
decided to redesign her bedroom one afternoon as
a project. “We ripped up her carpet. We got to the
hardwood flooring. We painted all of her furniture
peach. We laid the room out di ch angef‘
out the lighting. You know, we
explains, nonchalantly. That's where it all )15'(95
and that drive and passion for design has been part
of her DNA ever since.

Alison left Chicago to attend college at the
University of Nevada Las Vegas and became the

designer at Ci Homes in Las
Vegas upon graduation. Later she would take the
helm at creative director of the Silverton Casinc
Hotel in Las Vegas, overseeing its $160 million
expansion

When HGTV approached her to do a show along
the Crashers theme (Yard Crashers, House Crashers,
Bath Crashers), she would become the first female
Crasher and host of Kitchen Crashers.

he couldn't

end

Continued on page 26

TS ON THE FURNITURE?

“I often hear people who say ‘|
want to get that sofa but | don't
want my dog to sif on it."" Alison
explains. “First of all, we need to
be smart about selecting fabrics
that work for our lifestyles. There
has to be a sofa or something
that we share with our dogs.”

Selecting your furniture or building
materials — whether it's fabric

for a sofa or the type of fiooring
- should be done thoughtfully
when you have a pet, Alison

says. Thinking it through before
investing will save money, time
and aggravation in the long run.

“I'm pretty hard core,” she says. “I'm z to

it melts my heart. It makes me feel

Alison considers Paula Fasseas, founder a
S Chicago, an inspiration f
> a No Kill city and educating people wh

rge's  tospaying and neutering their pets.

ugh chick and
I can hancle my own. But when it comes to animals, any

h expertise on furniture design for the before he ¥ Alison may work en others’ ho'nes on adaily basis and her
Alison says she lost it. home may be where her heart is - but that's only because
at's missing out Alison has been a supporter of PAWS Chicago for “1could not keep myself together,” she says “Even though  that's where her dogs are ng for her at the end of her
or me to create, volunteering helping host event [knew he was safe, | was bawling. [ was so cepmsf.ﬂ by his kday. She shares her home with a Westin Terrier named
d also creat cago,” says Alison, referring to i i condition and whaf lived through, but ppy at the anaaMcItesena"'\ec Ken:
the need to be mindful of smaller and tig] spaces and same tir 1
with apartments in mind. The following day, Domer found a loving foster that

working with smaller spaces, you want
to make sure that everything is a conversation piece,” she
adds. “To be able to swivel and look at the kitchen or swivel

26 / PAWSCHICAGO

that restaurant parxing lot and her appreciation
Chicago's work escalated.

THE DAY IT ALL CHANGED FOR DOMER (AND ALISON)
Alison could not fathom leaving the dog beh:

is permanent home.

Since that day [Domer was rescued], there is nothing [
can do to repay PAWS,” says Alison. That experience prov
to Alison just how much the organization believes in, and
carries out, its mission.

G

stressing out, alll want to dois walk in and have them jump
on me. They're the one real thing and one real constant
happiness in my life” B
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HOT FOR THE HOME

& ALISON’S PICKS
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1. PET PORTRAITS BY ELIZA ROSEN

cased

Chicag

o wse pai ashes w
pe

campany. E

onality and make

28 Rosen [llustr

ber clients to«

22 mare ELIZAROSEN.COM,
$150 FOR ONE PET: $200 FOR TWO PETS

2. V-HIGH LOUNGE 1r'sthekindoft

might expect to see in The Jetsons home. The V-High

Loange, partofthe

curved design and inchu

atthis
avallable at independent pet retatl

Chicago and suburbs. USA. HAGEN .COM, $64.99

3. ALOTA DOGS PET BOWL A perscealized

pet bowl is a nice touch

t read. Sarburbar

otfers a host of persor

Dogs Pet
be used for any type of pet that drinks from a bowl),

which can be customized using almaost two-
fant chodces. The fact that 2t's also made of ceramic
makes is harderfars o lls to ocoar from acc .«:."'.JL' 3

tumping THESTATIONERYSTUDIO.COM, $38

4.LEELOO CAT SCRATCHER SanFran

Lidestylean

en notin use as a scratching post

PAWNATURALS COM/PETPLAY COM 539

5. DOZER DONUT BED ¢t

even when it seems they alseady own the

therm s place ¢

h Dases Danut Be

h design pet sccessories. The Dazes Donut round

bed lets your pet curl




